


Check It Out

By Robert Vaughan

Would you feel safe flying on a plane if you heard this conversation between the pilot and copilot, “Let’'s skimp on the
checklists today. The plane looks safe enough."Tires"™ “They didn’t look flat so the pressure is probably OK.”, "Lights”- “The
ones | can see from here work.”, "Oil- “It was fine last week.”, "Brakes”- “We have two—I'm sure at least one works.”
"Windshield™- “It's not all that dirty.”, "I slept only four hours last night so let's not waste any more time here. Let’s fly this
baby!”

You might think twice about going on the trip at all if your pilot weren't interested enough in safety to do a proper
checklist. Is piloting a bike that's carrying your spouse any less important? You know the answer.
Tires need the correct pressure to prevent overheating (read “blowout”), excessive wear (read “expensive”). Not looking flat
isn’t enough. The only way to know the pressure is right is to use a tire gauge. Check the tires while cold.
Lights are something we don't think about until one goes out that we can see from the rider’s seat. Yet the taillight is what lets
the car behind you see you before he runs over you. The co-rider can easily check the brake lights, taillights, and turn
signals while you sit on the bike and push a few buttons.

Your bike’s checklist should be something you use before every ride, just as a pilot uses his before every flight.
Check it out! CCR

CalCoast Riders 2005 Calendar of Events

1/9 Sunday Santa Monica Mountains & Christmas Party

2/13 Sunday Solvang

2/26 Saturday BattleTrax, Long Beach

3/13 Sunday Jalama Beach

4/8-10 Fri/Sat/Sun Police MC Competition, Monterey

5/15 Sunday Ride 4 Kids Brain Tumor, Ride Leader - Roy Hooper
6/12 Sunday Fess Parker Winery, Los Olivos (Hwys 166 & 33)
7110 Sunday Pine Mountain Club

8/14 Sunday The Deer Lodge, Ojai

Most rides LEAVE at 9:00am from Jack-in-the-Box on Victoria in Ventura. Rides are usually on the second Sunday of the
month and you do not have to be a member to ride with us. Contact Roy Hooper if you would like to lead a ride...it's FUN!
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